Literacy in the Digital World:

Emerging Tools and Innovative Activities
for the Twenty-First Century Learner
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opportunities to share new insights into the impact Rooms 102 and 103
of digital literacy for teaching and learning

ree and open educational resources as well

as participatory fechnology tools which en-
able leamers to generate content and ideas,

not simply passively recewve i, are drastmall]r
changing educational opportunities for students
as well as the expectations of therr teachers,
schools, and school distncte.  The learning
world is flattening m front of our eyes! As thes oc-
curs, the shills demanded of leamers and teach-
ers are shiftng. New forms of kteracy must be
i emphasized and tested At the same time, the

" role of professional development expands =ig-
. nificantly and simultaneously becomes increas-
ingly demanding and vital. Not too surprisingly,
there = mass confusion and debate regarding
the use of emerging technologies in schools.
Batties reign regarding how to embed Web
technologies for effective fully online and blended leaming opportunities n K-12 education. Emerging parficipatory
and mieractive fechnologies (e.g., podcasts, wikis, blogs, social networking software, efc) as well as online gamng
and simulafions, virtual worlds, collaborative technologies, open courseware, leaming portals, and mobile computing
are providing leaming opportunities never previously imagined. In this session, Bonk will dizcuss the digital fteracy
implications of these technologies, while also detaling examples of ther use in mnovative educational actiibes (eg.,
cultural blogging, online language programs, leaming sign language from a wideo iPod, student radio programs,
student generated wikibooks, efc) which motvate studeniz and creatively engage them in nch and deeper forme of
learming. He will aleo highlight the important role of professional development fo ascict teachers and leaders to gain the
msfructional mtelbgence that supports twenty-first century beraces. Of course, the ulimate goal = to empower leamers
and grve them more responsibdity for their own leaming, while equipping them with skills to succeed at high levels in new
world economies. When done, Bonk will also prompt a discussion of what digifal lteracy skills and compeiencies are
required to survive in this age. During this time, he will point fo ways m which blended leaming provides opportunities for
addreszing these skills not only for students but also for timely teacher m-service training and professional development.

urt Bonk is a foemer accountant and CPA who received his master's and Ph.D. degrees in educaional psychology from the Unversity
of Wisconsin. Dr. Bonk is now Professor of Instruciomal Sysiems Technology at Indiana University and adjunct in the School of Irfor-
matics. Curt is President of CourseShare and SurveyShare (see hitpofmypage iu.educjbonk/). He can ke contacted at (gonkiindiana).



Teachers, technology and students:

Teaching outside of the triangle

fudents in our schools today, who do not know a world without digital technology, are dif-

ferent from previous generations of students in the ways that they leamn, share, work, com-
municate, and socialize. And as new technologies become available they are quick to em-
brace, adapt, or reject them. This poses a significant challenge for teachers who typically
are not as comfortable with technology as their students are. In this talk, Dr. Owston will argue
that we need fo think beyond conventional approaches to teaching and leaming with technol-
ogy if we are to engage and mofivate students now in our classrooms. He will discuss the im-
plications of this for teacher professional development, curnculum, and educational policy.
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r. Ron Owston is Professor of Education, founding director of the Institute

for Research on Leaming Technologies, and former Associate Dean of Field
Development at York University. He 1s internationally known for his work on ana-
lysing the contnbution of the Web to education. He is the lead researcher for the
ABEL program’s project Learning Connechbons www.leamingconnechions.on.ca
and the external evaluator for Health Canada’s online courses in epidemiology for
health care professionals. His website i1s at hitp/fwww edu yorku cal~rowston







